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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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?mi  Busnniss  facts 

A  radic  discussion  loy  Viallace  Iladdsriy,  Chi^i  of  Radio  Service, 
aiid  3,  J,  P.o\7ell,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  presented  d-'oring  . 
the  Lepartuent  of  Agriculture  portion  of  the  National  ?ar:.i  and  Home 
hour,  Uonday,  May  2?,  1940,  BUffEAiJOF 

And,  no'.7,  from  the  Agricultural  I.Iarketing  Service,  here's  our  r9§fe53^Te"-*'** 
porter,  3,  J,  "Mike"  Hcuell.    Mike  is  going  to  report  on  

RO^LL: 

TJait  a  ninute,  Wallace.    Before  you  go  any  further  —  did  ycu  ever  pitch  hay? 
KADESELY; 

Yes,  sir!  -  And  lots  of  it.    How  a.oout  yourself? 

HOwELL: 

I  T7as  .just  going  to  ssy  that  the  haying  .ioD  I  did  not  like  vjsls  up  in  the  "barn 
moTTing  it  away  — -r-  particularly  if  it  Tras  a  good  hot  da,v....and  vie  had  a  good  many 
like  ■  that  in  ITew  Sngla.nd  in  the  haying  season. 

aADDSELY: 

My  experiences  in  pitching  hay  nere  in  the  irrigated  section  of  e.astern 
Oregon.     Out  there,  '-je  stacked  most  the  hay  in  the  field  —  didn't  put  much  cf  it 
in  harns.     Sut  what  is  the  connection  "between  haying  and  news  from  the  Agricultural 
Marketing  Service? 

ROTSLL: 

'.Tell,  it's  this.     I  have  "been  learning  things  a'oout  hoy  quality.    You  laicw, 

we  have         a       hair  lahoratory  here  in  the  Depai'tment  in  Washington.    I  v.-as  over 
there  -uiie  other  morning. 

XADISRLY: 

Yes,  I  know  alDcut  tha.t  laocrator^-'.  T^.iat^s  the  pla.ce  v:here  they're  studying 
hay  quality  and  doing  work  on  hay  grades, 

HO'jSLL: 

That's  right,  Wallace.  And,  in  rtddition,  I  have  oeen  reading  a  "bulletin  on 
Hay  O^uality.  It's  a  recent  "bulletin  written  "by  3,  0.  Pollock  and  W.  H.  Hosterman, 
two  of  our  Marketing  Specialists, 

PLADD3ELY; 

Hay  Quality?    Let's  talk  a'bcut  tliat  for  a  ninute.    How  d.o  you  nea.sure  quality 
in  hay?    In  other  words  how  do  ycu  determine  whether  hay  is  good,  "bad  or  .jiist  sc~so, 

ROWSLL: 

*    Ey  looking  at  it,  feeling  it  and  snelling  it. 

iCADDSpLY: 

And  what  does  the.t  tell  you. 
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HOTJSLL: 

(ad  lit)     (l)  I.Iat-a.rit7  or  ripeness  when  cut  ,(2) proportion  of  leaves,  (3) 
amo-unt  of  natural  green  color,   (4)  quantity  of  foreign  ms^terial,  (s)  condition  as 
to  so-ondness,   (s)  size  and  plia^bilitv  of  stem,  and  (7)  arorna, 

ICADDSHLY: 

You  mentioned  7  things  that  determine  quality  — 

HOw'SLL: 

But  I  didn't  list  them  in  the  order  of  — 
KADDSHLY: 

A.njYmy,  the  higher  hay  ranks  in  these  seven  factors  the  higher  the  grade? 

EOliTSLL: 

That^s  right,  Wallace.     Those  are  the  things  ivhich  determine  the  grade  of. 
hay.     In  :^:rass  hay,  color  and  foreign  material  are  the  most  important  factors  in 
determining  grade.     In  alfalfa,  leafiness  is  an  import  tint  factor.     The  trueness  to 
name  is  important  —  timothy  hay  must  not  contain  over  10  percent  legumes,  while 
clover  hay  can  contain  up  to  20  percent  timotlij^  or  other  gra-sses, 

KADDSELY: 

And  those  are  only  some  of  the  things  that  should  "be  given  consideration 
when  judging  the  quality  of  hay.    Q,uality  is  particularly  important  to  the  farmers 
who  sell  hay.    T^e  "better  the  quality  <and  the  more  caref^illy  graded  the  "better  the 
price.    But  quality  is  also  important  to  the  farmer  vfno  feeds  his  hay  out,  on  his 
own  farm.  —  "because  good  hay  helps  cut  dovni  the  quaint ity  of  concentrates  ho  ha.s  to 
food  —  and  has  a  direct  effect  on  the  production  cf  moat  or  milk, 

HOIITSLL: 

Bight.    And  this  "bulletin  has  a  lot  to  say  a."bout  some  of  the  other  things 
tha.t  have  to  do  Y/ith  hay  quality.     It  tells  ahout  such  things  a.s  when  to  cut  the 
various  kinds  of  hay.  '  As  you  imow  some,  farmers  v/ait  -until  they  can  get  the  greater, 
tonnage.    But  that  mQ,y  reduce  the  food  value  per  acre  as  much  as  20  percent, 

ICADDSRLY; 

I  assume  this  "bulletin  covers  curing  and  storing  too  

E0I7SLL; 

Yes,  it  covers  a"boiit  everything  on  growing  and  ha.rvesting  tha,t  will  help 
farrxors  produce  the  highest  quality  ha.y. 

ICADBSRLY: 

I've  heard  it  said  that  hay    varies  more  in  quality  than  any  other  harvested 
field  crop,  .  .even  in  localities  Y/here  growing  conditions  are  almost  identical. 

E017ELL: 

And  the  reason  is  th^at  m.ost  farm.ers  give  less  attention  to  the  hay  crop  than 
to  such  cash  crops  as  cotton,  corn,  wheat,  and  to"bc!,cco. 

KADIEELY: 

Then  the  quality  of  hay'  grown  depends  la^rgely  on  the  care  taken  in  curing, 
handling,  and  storing  the  crop. 
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eoi:ell: 

That^s  al^out  it. 
KALDSIiLY: 

Thanks,  Mike,    A^d  now,  lot  me  say  to  ccz"  I'cuTn  and  Home  Hour  friends,  —  any- 
one wlio  \70uld  like  a  copy  of  this  "bullGtin  on  Hay  Q,v.ality  niay  have  it  by  r/riting  to 
the  United  Spates  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D,  C. 

What  I  started  to  saj--  a  levj  minutes  ago  'vas  that  Llike  is  going  to  report  on 
truck  crops.     So  no\7,  Hike,  may  -"e  haoYe  that  information. 

ROTSLL: 

Briefly,  breather  conditions  the  early  part  of  this  month  further  delayed  some 
of  OlIT  truck  crops.    By  the  middle  of  Majr,  crops  grown  for  canning  and  processing 
were  nec^rly  two  weeks  he  hind  schedule.     Sv/eet  corn  and  green  pes.s  are  quite  a  hit 
"behind  schedule,  due  to  cool  weather,  hut  this  was  just  the  kind  of  woathor  v/hich 
seemed  to  fci,vor  cah hage ,  potatoos,  lettiico,  oests,  and  onions  in  many  areas.  Some 
of  the  other  crops  which  were  held  hack  hy  the  cool  weather  vere  cucumhers,  canta- 
loups, tomatoes,  and  watermelons.    liains  a.  week  or  so  age  were  helpful  in  many  parts 
of  the  countr^^,  hut  some  areas  v/ill  still  need  more  rain.    Also  m.arLy  growers  would 
like  weather  a  little  warmer. 
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